Chapter Tivelve

Reconstruction

'And the long work of binding up the wounds
Not yet begun. . . .'

STEPHEN VINCENT IkNih*: John Brown's Body.

THE period of American history which fol-
lows the conclusion of the Civil War is
called the period of reconstruction. But the
process of reconstruction had to begin before
the Civil War ended. For one thing, it was
necessary for the Union government to con-
sider before the war was won what policy it
intended to pursue towards the defeated states.
When the Union was restored by force of arms,
~how should it be reconstructed? Secondly, it was
necessary for the Union government to take
decisions in cases where individual states were
occupied by the Union forces before the final
surrender and end of the war occurred. These
decisions inevitably involved some policy, how-
ever provisional, about reconstruction. Clearly a
most obvious duty rested upon those whose war
aim was to preserve the Union to consider how
best the Union could be reconstructed, how the
forces which had led to discord and secession